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On Feb. 18, 25 military officers were sentenced to prison terms ranging from six months to eight
years for their involvement in the Nov. 13, 1992 coup attempt. Coup leader Ret. Gen. Jaime Salinas
Sedo, charged with "rebellion" and planning the assassination of President Alberto Fujimori,
received the longest sentence and was fined US$285,000. The final sentences issued by the military
court were only about half the length requested by the prosecution. For their part, defense lawyers
for the officers rejected the sentences as unconstitutional, arguing that the coup never got past the
planning stage, and said they plan to appeal. During the closed-door trial, the defendants admitted
having worked on plans to overthrow Fujimori "to restore constitutional order," but denied they
intended to kill the President or his advisor, Vladimiro Montesinos. The officers, most of whom
are retired, testified that they had intended to call new elections once Fujimori was removed from
power. Eight of the officers tried in connection with the coup attempt were acquitted. The convicted
officers, 10 of whom were dismissed from the military prior to completion of the trial, will be held
in the prison at the Real Felipe military barracks in the Port of Callao, bordering Lima. Hopes of an
amnesty for the officers by the constituent congress (CCD) were dashed two days earlier when the
CCD's constitutional commission voted six to five to reject any amnesty appeal. However, President
Fujimori said he plans to issue a presidential pardon for some of the officers. According to Fujimori,
he will grant a "selective" pardon to those who tried to overthrow him, based on each individual's
relative responsibility. (Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 02/17/93, 02/18/93; Agence FrancePresse, Deutsche Press Agentur, 02/18/93; Chinese news service Xinhua, 02/19/93; New York Times,
02/22/93)
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